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•	 Swing your searchcoil parallel with uneven terrains 
such as rock structures, wash-out areas or plow lines. This 
will minimize the negative effects caused by uneven ground 
areas. Changes in ground response can reduce the detector's 
performance as uneven ground rises and falls beneath the 
searchcoil.
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PROSPECTING TIPS

	 Gold and other precious metals can be found in various 
forms with an AT Gold. You will most likely be searching for 
nuggets, but gold can also be found as lode or hard rock 
deposits in a vein, usually mixed with other minerals. The AT 
Gold can be used to locate placer deposits in streams or dry 
sand, with such gold then recovered by panning.
	 Gold is generally found in rock formations with a great 
many other conductive and ferrous minerals. For best results 
in mineralized ground, the AT Gold should be operated in the 
ALL METAL Mode and should be precisely ground balanced. 
This is particularly important when searching for tiny gold 
nuggets.
	 Although some electronic prospectors may experience 
success in using one of the AT Gold's two discrimination 
modes to locate larger nuggets, the detector will not respond 
as well to tiny nuggets in these modes as it will in its ALL 
METAL Mode. Heavy ground mineralization could also limit 
depth of detection in one of the discrimination modes.
	 Hot rocks are a common problem for electronic prospectors. 
A "hot rock" can be described as a concentration of iron 
mineral that causes a detector to recognize it as metal. (Refer 
to the "Advanced Tips and Techniques" section for details on 
how to minimize the effects of hot rocks.)
	 Higher amounts of iron mineralization can often point 
toward better gold-producing areas. Magnetite black sand 
is often associated with gold deposits, so investigate black 
sand areas knowing that the gold discovery potential is 
greater in these locations.
	E xpect to dig small pieces of nonferrous trash metal 
items such as lead, brass, and aluminum while prospecting. 
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Finding these items while prospecting is reassurance that 
your detector will also find gold targets of the same size. 
Iron objects should be ignored only with extreme care, as 
tiny pieces of gold can sometimes read like iron in highly 
mineralized ground. The AT Gold's Iron Audio feature can 
help to distinguish true iron targets in many cases.
	 Carry a magnet to help discriminate gold from iron and hot 
rocks. Gold will not be attracted to a magnet but pieces of  
iron and many hot rocks will be attracted.
	 Hard work, patience and research are three of the keys 
to success in electronic prospecting. Research is important 
because it is vital that gold always be sought in areas where 
it is known to exist. Consider joining a prospecting club 
such as the Gold Prospector Association of America (GPAA) 
in order to participate in sponsored group outings in gold 
territories.
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UNDERWATER OPERATION

	 The AT Gold can be immersed in water to a maximum 
depth of 10 feet (3 meters) to search in and along freshwater 
shorelines, rivers, piers, docks or swimming holes. Use of 
the AT Gold at depths exceeding 10 feet (3 meters) can 
cause leaks and damage the detector. Use of the AT Gold 
beyond the recommended depth will void the manufacturer's 
warranty. 
	 Because the AT Gold is optimized to find small gold pieces, 
saltwater use in not recommended for this detector. Its ability 
to find small gold makes it equally reactive to the conductivity 

The AT Gold's standard headphones include a waterproof connection for 
shallow water wading use. If the entire headset is to be immersed in water, 
waterproof headphones (sold separately) must be used.
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of saltwater. This detector's ground balance adjustment is 
optimized to provide the greatest resolution in the normal 
ground range and is not designed to address saltwater. The AT 
Gold will, however, perform well for hunting coins and jewelry on 
dry sand beach areas. 
	 The AT Gold is shipped with standard land-use headphones. 
These can be used for searching along waterways and for 
wading, but the earphones are not waterproof. For submersion, 
optional waterproof headphones (available from Garrett) must 
be used.
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Battery Level 
Indicator

CARE AND MAINTENANCE

	 Battery Replacement—The AT Gold is operating with 
fresh or fully charged batteries when 4 illuminated bars on 
the Battery Level Indicator are displayed (see above). The 
detector will maintain full performance until the batteries 
need to be replaced. Replace batteries when there is only 

Remove the battery 
cover by rotating 
the cover one-
quarter turn in a 
counterclockwise 
direction. Grasp 
the cap by top and 
bottom and pull it 
straight back. Slide 
the battery tray 
out to replace the 
batteries.

INSERT BATTERY HOLDER 
IN THIS POLARITY
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one segment remaining. NiMH rechargeable batteries may 
be used. Expect 20 to 40 hours of operation depending on 
battery type and quality.
	 Access and replace the batteries by rotating the battery 
cover housing one-quarter turn counterclockwise. Pull and 
remove the cap to slide the battery holder out. Remove 
batteries when the AT Gold will be stored for longer than 30 
days. 
	 The AT Gold is a rugged machine, designed for outdoor 
use in all environments. However, as with all electronic 
equipment, there are some simple ways to care for the 
detector to maintain its high performance.

• Avoid extreme temperatures as much as possible, such  
	 as storing the detector in an automobile trunk during the  
	 summer or outdoors in sub-freezing weather.

•  Keep the detector clean. Wipe the control housing with a  
	 damp cloth when necessary.

•  Disassemble the stem, and wipe it and the searchcoil clean  
	 with a damp cloth. 

• When storing for longer than one month, remove the  
	 batteries from the detector.

•  It is best to use quality alkaline batteries. When changing  
	 batteries, be sure to replace with all new batteries for  
	 optimum performance.

•  Replace protective cover on the connector when not using  
	 headphones.
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SYMPTOM SOLUTION

No power 1. Ensure batteries are installed in the correct position.
2. Replace all old batteries with all new batteries.

Erratic sounds or  
target ID cursor 
movement

1.	 Ensure your searchcoil is securely connected and the coil  
	 cable is snugly wound around the stem.
2.	 If using the detector indoors, be aware that excessive
	 amounts of electrical interference exists, plus excessive  
	 amounts of metal can be found in floors and walls.
3.	 Determine if you are close to other metal detectors or other  
    metal structures such as electrical power lines, wire fences,  
    benches, etc.
4.	 Adjust frequency.
5.	 Reduce your sensitivity setting.

Intermittent Signals

Intermittent signals typically mean you’ve found a deeply 
buried target or one that is positioned at a difficult angle for 
your detector to read. Scan from different directions to help 
define the signal. (NOTE: Iron targets may cause Intermittent 
Signals.  You can help identify iron targets with the Iron Audio 
feature). 

I’m not finding 
specific targets

Ensure you are using the correct mode for the type hunting 
you are doing.  If specifically hunting for U.S. coins, DISC 2 
mode should be your best choice to eliminate other undesirable 
targets. The ALL METAL or DISC 1 modes will detect all 
metal targets to ensure desired targets are detected.

Target ID Cursor 
bounces

If your Target ID Cursor bounces erratically, chances are 
you’ve found an iron target.  However, a Target ID Cursor may 
bounce if a good target (such as a coin) is not parallel to the 
searchcoil (e.g. on edge).  It may also bounce if there is one 
or multiple “junk” targets laying next to the good target.  Scan 
from different directions until your Target ID Cursor becomes 
more stable. 
NOTE: Large, flat pieces of iron—depending on their 
orientation in the ground—can read as a good target or can  
cause erratic Target ID Cursor movement. Use Iron Audio 
feature to help identify iron targets.

TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE
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The following is a Code of Ethics that many treasure hunt 
clubs endorse and hobbyists follow to preserve our exciting 
hobby of metal detecting.  We encourage you to do the same:

•	 I will respect private and public property, all historical and  
	 archaeological sites and will do no metal detecting on  
	 these lands without proper permission.

•	 I will keep informed on and obey all local and national  
	 legislation relating to the discovery and reporting of found  
	 treasures.

•	 I will aid law enforcement officials whenever possible.

•	 I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind,  
	 including fences, signs and buildings.

•	 I will always fill the holes I dig.

•	 I will not destroy property, buildings or the remains of  
	 deserted structures.

•	 I will not leave litter or other discarded junk items lying  
	 around.

•	 I will carry all rubbish and dug targets with me when I leave  
	 each search area.

•	 I will observe the Golden Rule, using good outdoor manners  
	 and conducting myself at all times in a manner which will  
	 add to the stature and public image of all people engaged  
	 in the field of metal detection.	

METAL DETECTING CODE OF ETHICS
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When searching for treasure with your Garrett detector, 
observe these precautions:

•	Never trespass or hunt on private property without  
	 permission.

•	 Avoid areas where pipelines or electric lines may be  
	 buried.

•	 National and state parks / monuments, etc. are absolutely  
	 off-limits.

•	 Deepseeking detectors can detect concealed pipes, wiring  
	 and other potentially dangerous material. When those are  
	 located, the proper authorities should be notified.

•	 Do not hunt in a military zone where bombs or other  
	 explosives may be buried.

•	 Do not disturb any pipeline, particularly if it could be  
	 carrying flammable gas or liquid.

•	 Use reasonable caution in digging toward any target,  
	 particularly in areas where you are uncertain of the ground  
	 conditions.

•	 If you are unsure about using your metal detector in any  
	 area, always seek permission from the proper authorities.

	 CAUTIONS
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	Y our AT Gold detector is warranted for 24 months, limited 
parts and labor, but does not cover damage caused by 
alteration, modification, neglect, accident or misuse. Use 
of the AT Gold at submerged depths exceeding 10 feet (3 
meters) will void this warranty.
	 In the event you encounter problems with your AT Gold 
detector please read through this Owner’s Manual carefully to 
ensure the detector is not inoperable due to misadjustments. 
Press and hold the power pushbutton for 5 seconds to return 
to the factory settings.    
	Y ou should also make certain you have:

1. Checked your batteries, switches and connectors. Weak 
batteries are the most common cause of detector problems.

2. Contacted your dealer for help, particularly if you are not 
familiar with the AT Gold detector.

	 In the event that repairs or warranty service are necessary 
for your AT Gold, contact the local retail outlet where your 
detector was purchased. To avoid excessive shipping and 
import charges, do not attempt to return a Garrett product  to 
the factory in the United States. 
	 Information on international warranty/repair needs can be 
found on the Garrett website: www.garrett.com. Click on the 
Hobby Division and then the Technical Support page for more 
details.

WARRANTY & SERVICE
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	 4.5" (11.5cm) Super Sniper™ Searchcoil— 
	 Part No. 2222500	

AT Gold ACCESSORIES

Use when searching for small, shallow 
targets or in trashy or tight places. 

	 6" x 9" (15 x 23cm) PROformance Concentric  
	 Searchcoil—Part No. 2222600

This waterproof searchcoil offers 
excellent depth for medium-sized 
targets in less mineralized soils. 

	 9" x 12" (23 x 30.5cm) PROformance 
	 Concentric Searchcoil—Part No. 2222700

This larger size concentric searchcoil 
is waterproof and offers excellent 
depth for larger targets in less 
mineralized soils. 

This larger size DD searchcoil is 
waterproof, offers maximum depth 
for larger targets in more mineralized 
soils, and offers excellent separation 
for adjacent targets.

	 8.5" x 11" (21.5 x 28cm) PROformance 
	 DD Searchcoil—Part No. 2222700
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	 5" x 8" (13 x 20cm) DD Searchcoil Cover—
	 Part No. 1607400

Protect the searchcoil's surface from 
scratching and chipping during use.

	 Garrett PRO-POINTER® Pinpointing Detector—
	 Part No. 1166000		

The PRO-POINTER combines performance with sleek design to 
assist in pinpointing hard-to-find targets. Includes proportional 
audio/vibration pulse rate target indicators and 360° side scan 
detection area. Water resistant with LED light for low light uses. 
Includes woven belt holster and 9-volt battery.

To see Garrett's complete collection of metal detector 
accessories, please visit www.garrett.com and view products 
within our Hobby Division. 

	 Waterproof Headphones—
	 Part No. 2202100

Required when the headphones will 
be immersed in water.

	 1/4" Headphone Adapter—
	 Part No. 1626000

Allows use of standard headphones 
with a 1/4" male phone plug with 
the Garrett AT Gold. (Not intended 
for submerged use.)
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SUGGESTED READING

RAM Books, a division of Garrett Metal Detectors, publishes 
new titles each year related to treasure hunting, gold pros-
pecting, coin hunting and relic recovery.

TO VIEW OTHER RAM BOOKS:
Go to www.garrett.com and visit the Hobby Division. An order form 
is available on our site which can be printed and mailed with your 
requested titles and payment.
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